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Dear Dr. Sabin: 

The lest two Forkner napers have been read 
by us, and it will be necessary for me to go over them flrith 
you to discuss wa,ys and means of reducing their length. One 
paper will m3;re 2i and the 0 ther 35 3rinted CaTes. 

In these dalrs of much publication, do you not 
think brevi tg a great ad.vantage? Also, the restatement of 
coints on the literature can be made verv brief, since all 
!.nvestigat,,rs either are already acquainted with the liter- 
ature of their soecial subjects, or can readily consult it 
in the original articles. 

I have fei t that young men at present should 
be taug:ht to acquire liliterature’l for tiieir own eiiification, 
a:,d then trained in writing UT their own contributions, usinp 
as little of it as is essential an?. no more. There is, of 
course, great tenmtation, once one has acquired this informa- 
tion for the first time himself, to ~RSS it on. And it is 
really easier to d.o that than to make critical excer,nts, a.nd 
yet the latter is more and more demanded as oublica tion grows 
by leans and bounds. 

I have another feeling also which is that it 
has now become not only a necessary, but n distinguished art 
to write scientific napers clearly and briefly. I often send 
my own young men back to Pasteur’s original comnunic~tions, 
to show them what can be achieved by brevity. Pasteur was 
of course a literary artist as well as a great investigator, 
but Aetchniu~ff and )i..~ux have told me how he rewrote and re- 
visnd until he got his pa;?ers just right, an4 tl-+r were never 
overloaded with ‘Qitera+ure”. 1 , Ye in America took that form 
over from the Gerxans, and tine time has coxe, Y am convinced, 
to give it u?. It is no longer cnl!.e:i for. 

I am writing you in this way before talking 
over the subject after tn;r return from !lTachinPton and T!r, ‘!Velchl s 
birthday celebration. I know that you welcome this Kind of 
suggestion; else I s?ioul:T not offer it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Dr. Florence R. SaLin, 
Rockefeller Ins ti t-Ate. 


